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This was the first in-person Council meeting in two years.  Upon entering, we were given individual miniature voting machines (smaller than the size of our phones) and then had instruction on how to use them.  
An interesting article about what transpired can be found at https://episcopalatlanta.org/news/regathering-adapting-and-experimenting-are-themes-of-116th-annual-council/.

The business side:
The business side included listening to reports – budget, various ministries within the Diocese, Diocesan initiatives, etc.
Action items included:
· Elected deputies for the general convention both clergy and lay
· Elected members of the Standing Committee – cleric and lay
· Elected Board of Governors for Mikell Camp and Conference Center (our own Jay Jones was a candidate)
· Voted on the resolutions that were presented. A copy of all the resolutions can be found at https://episcopalatlanta.org/2022-annual-council/resolutions/.  All resolutions passed, two were withdrawn. Many people spoke both for and against.  
Committee meetings – I attended the Committee on Youth Ministries and learned about many resources available at the Diocesan level.

The spiritual side:
Worship was truly inspirational, at both the Eucharist and Morning Prayer the next day led by the youth.  The music was a highlight of the worship.
Process – everyone who spoke (either for or against) was given the utmost respect and courtesy
Fellowship – opportunities to see old friends and meet new ones during break times.  The Bishop invited us all to a reception, celebrating his 10th anniversary as Bishop.  


It was fun to see our own former youth minister, Sally Ulrey in action at her job in the Diocese.  Be sure to listen to her recording about congregational vitality on the article link above.
Bishop Rob presided with elegance, grace, humor, respect for rules of order (but used common sense), respect for everyone who spoke.  His leadership skills were admirable.
It was an honor to serve St. Matthew’s at Council.  
Susan Jung



