St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church Annual Report for 2022
Fellowship Committee
The Fellowship Committee is dedicated to providing opportunities for St. Matthews to gather together to share fun, food, and friendship while also sharing our love for our Lord.

	Vestry Member/email
	Clay Olbon / olbonc@yahoo.com 

	Chair/email
	Warren Drury / wnnc@comcast.net 

	# of Active Participants
	10

	Meeting Schedule
	First Sunday of every month after the 10:30 service in the Parish Hall

	YTD Budget Balance
	-$85.00



What did we do in 2022?
2022 was especially rough as we experienced the loss of Nancy Drury, who was both a visionary and a leader for our committee. She helped to plan the amazing events that we had this year, and continues to guide us and support us in spirit through her “book”, her Pinterest, and of course, the “Nancy Store”. 
This past year we continued to push out of the pandemic and journey towards a normal schedule. As you can see below, the committee with the help of others planned and executed an amazing schedule of both regularly recurring activities as well as special planned events. 
We have had great participation in the recurring activities that are attended by a diverse group of parishioners. And each of these has a leader that you can reach out to for more information!
· Restaurant Foyers (Rebecca Bowen / Warren): We meet monthly on a Friday night to share dinner and to support local businesses in Gwinnett County such as The Diner, Food Truck Tuesday in Lilburn, Poblanos, Los Hermanos, Universal Joint, Naganos, and others. We typically have between 10-20 attendees.
· Lunch Bunch (Becky Olbon): Meets monthly on the third Thursday to share lunch, again supporting many local businesses such as 1910 Public House, Main Street Café, Great harvest, El Jinete. Typically has 14-18 attendees.
· Men’s Trivia (Ward Furman): Monthly every third Wednesday night to play Trivia at McCray’s in Lawrenceville. This isn’t just for the men though! Typically has around 5-10, and when we have more we have a better shot at winning! 



We also had many planned events for the whole parish, and attendance was amazing this year! 
· Attended “Beauty and the Beast” at Parkview High School in April
· Our 4th of July Picnic at the St. Matthew’s Pavilion was an amazing event sponsored by Fellowship but supported by many other groups. We even had a DJ this year!
· We had 40 parishioners attend a Gwinnett Stripers game as a group in September
· St. Matthew’s Day Luncheon / Ministry fair was a huge success as we shared food and discussed opportunities to get involved at St. Matts.
· Had a Parish Sing-a-Long in October
· Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner was another great success, with lots of good food shared
· To wrap up the year, we had Wassail (and other refreshments) after Lessons and Carols

We were challenged this past year by a limited budget of $1000 to cover all of the events that you see. It truly has been a year of “feeding the five thousand” where that small start multiplied through the generous donations of so many in the parish of their time, their talent (especially cooking amazing food and creating wonderfully appropriate decorations), and of course their donations for these events. Without all of these, what we accomplished would not have been possible.  

What is coming in 2023?
Warren will remain the chair for the committee, and we will be planning another outstanding set of events. A few key highlights that we know of today:
· Reception following the installation of Fr. Tim on February 2d will be a great opportunity for fellowship and celebration!
· We are planning a St. Matthew’s Gala! Dress up and have a wonderful evening with us. Many more details to follow – and of course we will be asking for volunteers to help out!
If there are activities that you would like to see, please come to our committee meetings or send an email! We are always open to new inspirations and opportunities to gather together.
