Before talking about what the finance committee is and does, it might be more helpful to talk about what finance committee isn’t and what it doesn’t do.

Contrary to what some might think, the finance committee is not the St. Matthew’s equivalent of the Freemasons – some secret society controlling every aspect of parish life from behind the scenes. Also, contrary to what some might think, the finance committee does not decide how church funds get spent – that is the sole responsibility of your elected vestry.

The 2022 finance committee consisted of the Interim Rector Mother Pat, the Senior Warden Trisha Voiles, the Treasurer Chuck Marsh, the Jr. Warden/Vestry Liaison Jack Denton, the Financial Secretary Becky Olbon plus current members Phil Morgan, Heather Pratt, Clay Olbon, and chair Mark DiGiovanni. The only qualification to be part of the finance committee is an interest in the financial workings of the parish. New members are always welcome, and our meetings are open to all parishioners. We typically meet by Zoom at 6pm on the first Thursday of the month. 

The finance committee is an advisory group to the vestry. On a monthly basis, we review income and expenditures, apprise the vestry of our status and make recommendations as needed or requested. On an annual basis, the finance committee prepares a draft budget based on financial commitments and funding requests. The vestry then makes necessary adjustments to the draft budget before voting its approval.

Finances have always been a challenge at St. Matthew’s as it is in most churches. Before the pandemic, we stressed about the state of our finances and the trend of steadily declining revenues. When the pandemic forced us to close our doors, we weren’t sure there would still be a St. Matthew’s once we could reopen. God not only got us through the pandemic, but we actually emerged in a stronger financial position than before. The finance committee is proud of our work shepherding us through the financial minefield of the pandemic. 

Finance is a paradoxical ministry and money is a paradoxical entity. When there isn’t enough of it, there is no greater distraction than money. Though it may seem to conflict with our theology, money fuels many of the ministries at St. Matthew’s and is essential to fulfilling its mission. One of the most important roles of finance ministry is to ensure that there is sufficient money to fulfill the mission of St. Matthew’s. If we’re performing finance ministry properly, finances won’t be a distraction and parishioners can devote their energies to serving God as God intended. 

If you would like to learn more about the work of the finance committee, please contact Mark DiGiovanni at 678 227-8142 or markdigiovanni@comcast.net. 


    
