St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church Annual Report for 2022

Name of Ministry: Music (sanctuary choir, handbell choir, youth musicians, etc.)

Chairman/email: Matthew Edwards, music@stmatthewssnellville.org

Active participants: ~22 (sanctuary choir: 14)

YTD Budget Balance (end of 2022): -$229

What is the purpose of this ministry?

To support and uplift the congregation’s and worshippers’ prayer and praise through music, nurture participants’ musical gifts, and explore and expand the church’s musical identity.

What were your Ministry’s most significant accomplishments this year?

We held our first Lessons and Carols since 2019 after the pandemic caused a 2-year pause and an extra year’s delay. With this Lessons and Carols, we partnered with the Episcopal Church of Our Saviour’s choir. Warren began leading the handbell choir and started writing musical arrangements for the group. We ordered new choir robes that are lightweight and stoles in colors that can be changed to match the liturgical season. We’re waiting on one last final shipment of robes before all the new robes will get blessed and ready for regular use.

In the sanctuary choir, we have made significant improvements in our ensemble sound, including greater consistency of vowels and attention to diction and expression.

What have been your biggest challenges?

Our biggest challenge was securing the funds for new choir robes, which we managed through the existing music budget, music restricted funds, a love offering at the Lessons and Carols, and additional generous donations.

What programs or events does your Ministry have planned for 2023?

Once the last shipment of choir robes arrives, we’ll bless the robes and begin using them regularly. We’ll plan to do a Lessons and Carols again in December and perhaps partner with Church of Our Saviour again or another area church.

Any other information you would like to share about your work and Ministry?

At the 2022 ministry fair and in conversations with a few people, there’s some interest in restarting a “folk choir.” This can be accomplished this year if there’s interest from anyone in the congregation in leading that ensemble, perhaps in collaboration with the sanctuary choir. While the youth are frequently serving as acolytes, some of them occasionally bring their instruments to play in the service. Anyone who is interested in singing or playing their instrument in worship is invited to get in touch with Matthew Edwards, and anyone interested in playing handbells is invited to get in touch with Warren Drury or Matthew.
