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St.  Matthew’s Episcopal Church

Outreach 2022 Annual Report 

January 15, 2023
Goal/Major Projects for 2022:

In 2022, as we had a better handle on the disruption from the pandemic, the Outreach committee evolved the commitment to the community and ministry by continuing the criteria of “availability to have hands on” involving more parishioners as well as having donation opportunities throughout the year.
We have slowly been successful involving more parishioners in facets of the SE Gwinnett Co-op. It was also exciting to extend a hand to Ukrainian Refugees.
Our biggest volunteer opportunity for 2022 was hosting a week for Family Promise at Promise Haven.
We are excited to say we contracted in 2022 to participate in the Gwinnett Habitat Faith Build which is slotted for Saturday April 15, 2023.
2022 Involvement  
--The SE Gwinnett Co-op, one of the biggest ministries we support, we served almost 700 meals which required volunteers to prepare, package and serve meals. Our semiannual food drives continue to be successful but there were also continuous donations in the barrels to be delivered. We participated in the annual Christmas Light program which was very different than previous years. With the state of the economy, they decided to reach all families, whether they had children or not, that regularly utilized the co-op. This year’s Christmas was $300 towards electric or gas bills and the people of St Matthew’s were so generous we were able to send a check to help 7 families. The Co-op was also the conduit for our opportunity to help incoming Ukrainian Refugees and once again there was plenty of support from our church family in the form cash donations dispersed where needed most, donations of various household items and furniture to set the families up in their new homes, and the volunteers to deliver these items to the families. 

--We only participated in the annual FODAC Run Walk n Roll held in May by sending $1,000. We are hoping            to have a team to participate on location for 2023.
--Participation in the annual Hunger Walk could be in person or virtually for 2022 and it was a virtual year for St. Matthew’s with minimal participation. There was approximately $500 in donations that directly supports the SE Gwinnett Co-op. The intention is to be in person for 2023.
-- A dedicated team started back in 2022 with their sing-alongs and celebrating senior’s birthdays at Delmar Gardens Seniors Home periodically throughout the year with old time Christian music, not only putting smiles on the faces of the residence when served cake and punch but putting the spirit in their bodies as they sang many memorable tunes along with musicians. 
--Our Lenten project was a collection of socks, electrolyte drink packets, cocoa mix, sugar and snack items for the Church of Common Ground of which we collected over 1,300 items.
--We continued our support of Mending the Gap, a program for seniors, by collecting much needed household items such as paper towels, toilet paper, laundry detergent, dish detergent and cleaning supplies. We contributed over 100 items that were put into the senior boxes that are hand delivered to them. 

--In 2022 we had 10 volunteers help host a week for Family Promise, something we haven’t done in several years, which included being hospitality hosts, overnight coverage and serving dinner each day for the week and having food available for them to make breakfast and lunches.
The Outreach committee works hard to be good stewards of the cash and items we are entrusted with and used as designated. When you look at the financial standing for the Outreach Restricted funds you will see a sizable amount of funding available to spend. Please know that with the retirement of Reading Camp Outreach inherited almost $3,800 at the end of the year; research/conversations are being had to find the best way to utilize it. There were also year-end donations that are in the process of being spent or donated. And finally, there have been items purchased based on donations made but some reimbursements have not taken place yet. 
Although St Matthew’s Outreach is very busy trying to serve the community and seems to always have a volunteer or donation opportunity, know that your participation is always welcomed but please feel free to                                        participate in what calls to your heart and as you are able.

We look forward to 2023 with new opportunities and seeing even more St. Matthew’s Parishioners having an opportunity to be involved where their heart leads them. Watch for these opportunities in the Bulletin, the Newsletter and on the Outreach Bulletin Board which is near the parish hall.
Respectfully, Cheryl Wheeler Outreach Chair

