A Word from Trisha Voiles, Senior Warden

Hello, St. Matthews Family! 
As in previous years, the Annual Meeting Report is the collection of reports from the Rector, the Senior Warden, the Finance Committee, and all committees that influenced the life of St. Matthews during the previous year. The reports represent the time, talent, treasures that have been spent in each ministry the previous year and to highlight the plans for the coming year.
In 2022, we worked with the Vestry to build a community with the common goal of working together to celebrate God, Life, and Our Church Family. We began the year making sure we had all positions filled, committees and chairpersons in place. Outreach had the plans we use to follow helping our neighbors and community. The Nominating Committee began their diligent task of finding a new rector with implementing a church-wide survey and developing a church profile. Long Range Planning shared goals for us to reach towards. As Spring brought the emergent of new life in nature, St. Matthews began emerging with new life on our campus. Fellowship began planning more in-person events in the community and at St. Matthews. Youth attended Diocese and church wide events. Little did we know in the Spring, the youth were getting a glimpse of our future. Building & Grounds completed the Undercroft project and began making sure our campus was ready for a full opening with Safety and Security a priority. AV Communications completed the AV Booth project to enhance our virtual service. The greatest accomplishment for Spring was the lifting of the mask requirement yet leaving masks optional for those who choose! Worship Committee planned for our choice of Intinction or Common Cup. As summer approached, we began seeing the increase in the unexpected loss of loved ones of the parish. We planned many wonderful Life Celebrations to honor our members. Our Inreach/Pastoral Care team was involved in making sure parishioners were being contacted and a Grief Group was established for those suffering losses. We looked forward to the Fall and our continued increase is numbers.  We began the new school year with a Christian Ed Circus Celebration followed by a St. Matthews Day Luncheon and Ministry Fair Celebration. Stewardship asked us to Listen to God for where we are to share our Spiritual Gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasures. Once again, St. Matthews campus was alive with excitement which only continued through weekly Worship services, Thanksgiving Luncheon, Lessons & Carols, Advent activities, and Christmas Services. 
WOW!  Looking back over the year, we have come a long way and accomplished so many things that the individual ministries will cover in their reports for 2022. We are encouraged with our pledges and increased numbers in the pews. We would love for all to see St. Matthew's as a place where vital relationships are formed and a place to foster spiritual growth and community. Allow 2023 to be the year we all grow closer to God together as a St. Matthew's Family.

Peace and Prayers,
Trisha Voiles, Senior Warden


